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prove it by Miracle, or irreſiſtable Keaſon ; without 


them, their Pretences are Hypocriſy and Schiſm. 


Religion i- not only a good, but 4 neceſſary Thing; 


but the Uſe that Knaves — Fool. male of it almoſt 
beats Men of Senſe and Honeſty out of it. 
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TO THE 


AUTHOR 


f Dre 
” Independent N big. 
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j ——] is with great © Satsfacl. 
"| on that 1 ee You, and o. 
25 i thers, appear publickly 
9 in defence of Truth, and 
7 laying open to the World 

; I the pernicious Deſigus and 

F CbirriVdtices of our High Clergy ;"and 

though I know ſome are ready ro fay, 

that Truth is not to be ſpoken a 
9 Times; ; yet it & * A Wo others, 

; who 


2 
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who are good Subjects, and true Prote- } 
ftants, that Prieſtcraft runs ſo low in this | 
Kingdom, and that a great Part of the 
Lairy ſeem to open their Eyes and reco- 
cover their Senſes, out of which they | 
have been ſo long kept by the Cunning * 
1 of the Levacal Fribe. © :. £{ K- 
| It has been often urged as a Rea- 
| ſon againſt laying open the true 
Principles of our High Clergy, that in 
cenſuriug ſome we condemn all, and that 
Religion ſuffers by expoſing the bad 
Clergy : Far he it from me to cenſure the 
whole Body; there have been, and ſtill © 
are, Men of an exemplary Life and Con- 
verſation, good Learning and found Judg- 
ment, Wha know the Principles of the 
Retormation, on which (I always 
thought) the Church of Exgland is duk, 1 
and without which it cannot ſubſiſt: But 
whilſt ſome are vindicating theſe Princi- 
ples, ſhall Numbers of unlearned and diſ- 
oyal Sprigs of Divinity be ſuffered to de- 
bauch the Nation with the moſt deſtru- 
ctive Doctrines; pay, even ſuch as are 
directly contrary to the Reformation; and 
who, inſtead of defending it, run back to 
their Anceſtors in Queen Mary's Time, and 
trump up a Jargon of Noiſe and Nonſenſe, 
bellowing out their being the Lord's Am: 
baſſadors, lineally deſcended from the 
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Apoſtles, 


Apoſtles, having an uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſion, the Power of making Creeds, 
and in ſhort, of riding the Laity, an 

many more ſuch Abſurdities ; Things that 


a Proteſtant cannot hear without Indigna- 
tion! And what is ſtill more abſurd, they 


will not yet, it ſeems, throw oft the 


; Mask, but call themſelves Proteſtants, 


though it is as plain as the Sun at Noon- 
Day, they are only Wolves in Sheeps 
Cloathing, i. e. Papiſts in. Diſguiſe. 5 

Once for all, I deſire the Reader to 
note, that when I mention the Clergy 


with the leaſt Diſreſpect, I mean only 
: thoſe, who fo peculiarly glory in being 


High Churchmen, or who have either 


ö by their Actions or Preaching expoſed 
themſelves to publick View and Con- 


tempt. And I confeſs again, that no one 


haas a greater Veneration for a good Pro- 


teſtant Divine of the Church of bag ſana, 


than my ſelf. 


Truth is very hard to be ſound, even 


in our on Nation, where the Proteſtant 


Religion is openly profeſs'd; the Clergy 
would keep the Key of Knowledge, and 
not let the Laity come at it, at leaſt 
without paying them well for it, and then 
we only have it at ſecond-hand, with 
their Explanations. This brings to my 
Mind a remarkable Paſſage of a late Au- 
5 : 5 thor. 


(6 
thor, © I made a Romantick Search (ſays 


he) after a fair Lady, called Truth, 
whom after many tedious Journeys and 


obſtinate Encounters by the way, I found 


at laſt in a large Caſtle, guarded by a 
numerous Regiment of black Giants, 


who told me, that ſhe was their Pri- 


tempt her reſcue. They told me far- 
ther, that they and their Predeceſſors 


had kept her there for above a Thou- 


ſand Years, and levied upon Mankind 
immenſe Sums of Money for maintains 


ing them in their religious Ignorance, 
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which they conſtantly paid with great 
Thank fulneſs and Humility. How far 


this agrees with the late Proceedings of 


our High Clergy, is too plain and too 
true. to need any Comment; the Caſe 


muſt certainly be bad, it the Clergy are. 


afraid to let the Laity vſe their Reaſon 
and their Senfes : Some of them are a- 
gainſt having the Bible read, without we 
believe as they believe, that 1s, believe 
their Explanations; ſo that conſequently 
we are not to believe-the Bible, but their 
Explanation of it. Now if the Bible is 
the Religion of Proteſtants, if it be the 


only Rule of Faith, by which we muſt 
live, and at laſt be judg'd, and if this 


ſacred Book contain all Things neceſſary 
| to 
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to Salvation, let every Man read it, and 


judge for himſelf, and not let another 
de ſudge for him; why do we blame 
the Popiſh Clergy for locking up the Bi- 


ble from the Laity, if we thus follow 
their Example, and thruſt our Interpre- 


7 tations and Deciſions upon others? Has 


not the Almighty given the Laity the 


! uſe of their Senſes, as well as the Cler- 


gy; or do we any where find in the in- 
{pired Writings, that God has any where 
placed Spiritual Rulers over the Conſci- 
ences or Purſes of the Laity? 
Our High Clergy would bethought very 
Religious; for they make a horrid Out- 


cry of the Church upon all Occaſions. 
The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 


the Lord are we, (ſay they); but let us 
conſider what ſort of a Church ſome of 
our High Clergy will make it? Why tru- 
ly we find it made up of a Hodge-podge 
Compoſition: They tell us, that it is not 
the Congregation, i. e. the People that 
aſſemble there that conſtitute the Ch—, 
but it muſt be a Stone Wall, a High 
Steeple, a fine Altar Piece, a muſical Or- 


gan, and a Ring of Bells, with other In- 


gredients, to make it decent and orderly, 


that a Piece of Lawn or a black Gown can 


invent: That this Ch muſt be govern'd 
by Moſt R— ds and Right R ds, 
e wich 


(8) 


with a Number of about fifty Thouſand 
in their Regimental Habits ; and not- 
withitanding 'tis a Time of profound 
Peace and Tranquility, yet we (the Lai- 
ty) maintain them in whole Pay. 
They tell us of the Rights and Cere- 
monies ot the C-—h, and at the End F 
of ic they put this knocking down Argu- 
ment, a: b; Lam eſtablijh'd ; This unan- *' 
ſwerable Reaſon, the Clergy are ſure to 
let the Ears of the Laity ring with; and 
you ſhall ſcarce ever hear the C—h 
mentiond bur eftabliſh'd by Law at the 
Tail of it. They tell us alſo that this 
Ch is the pureſt and the beſt conſtitu- 
ted of any other in the World. I readi- 
ly joyn with them as to its being the beſt 
conſtituted, as will appear by the follow- 
ing Story, which I have received from a 
dignity'd Man in the C—h, and there. 
fore I do not queltion the Truth of it: 
* A Country Parſon, having a good fat 
© Living, (as he calls t) upon his receive 
ing a Quarter's Tyths, the Parſon's Eyes 
roll'd upon the Money ſo that his Col- 
lector expeAcd he would have wor- 
ſhip'd it : After ſeveral Ejaculations, (I 
did not enquire whether they were ex- 
tempore) he pulPd off his Beaver, and 
held it in one Hand while he ſwept in 
© the Money with the other, repeating 
< jp. | 1 it 


* 


aA aA aA M «a „ 


rally ſtole, or full of Emptineſs. One 
of Harry Hills. Penny Sermons can be 
2 preach'd over for Thirteen- pence Half. pen- 


; of Gill, or a 


(9) 

it often over with an orthodox Voice, 
Our Church is the beſt conſtituted Church 
in the World. N. B. There are {ome 
prophane Perſons in the World, ho ſay 
the beſt Religion is Ready Money; rhe 

Lord grant none of our pious Levites be 

found among that Number, 3 
As to the Learning of our High Cler- 
gy, we find that for the moſt part they 
are very ignorant, and few among them 
that know how to make an ingenious or 
uſeful Diſcourſe; they are generally ta- 
ken from the London Caſes, or the Writ- 
ings of a few learned Men among them; 
and their Hearers Ears rings with the 
Prieſtly Dignity and Office, its divine In- 


ſtitution, ec, They do not take much 


: Pains in their Study, fave only againſt the 


Thirtieth of January, and Twenty-ninth - 
of May, when they generally allow them- 
* ſelves a Month's Time to hammer out a 


ö Text: And if they can but make their 
Auditory believe it ſerves their Purpoſe, 
they will be ſure to wear it Thread - bare 

if it's poſſible. At other Times (as I have 
before obſerv'd) their Sermons are gene- 


ny, ads. may be read for a Glaſs 
ram of right Tri Ph—ps. 
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we find them the moſt corrupt of any 


Sett of Men in the World; and for Glut. 


tony, Debauchery, &c. I never heard of | 
any who had the Impudence to come in 


Competition with them. When they are 4 
belching out their Anathemas againſt Z 
thoſe who differ from them, then for- 
ſooth they are the Lord's Ambaſſadors | 
but when taken in any foul Action, ſu hi | 
as Whoring, Sc. why then they are 

pleaſed to condeſcend, and own, with a 
Sigh that they are Fleſh and Blood as 3 


well as other Men. 


As to Oaths, we find theſe Clergy have ; 
an admirable Knack in ſwallowing them. i 
What ſignifies ſuch a little Thing as an 
Oath in Competition with a large Bene- 4 
ice, ora Coach and Six? They have an 

excellent Way of playing the Hypocrite, 

and gloſſing it over: Tho our High Cler- 
gy have taken the Oaths, yet they do not 
care to pray for the King, but drawl out 
4 pray ye, or a ye ſhall pray. The late Re- 
bellion was fomented by the High Cler- 


gy, and many of them concern d in it: 


And I am of Opinion they deſire no more 
Proof than to put them in mind that one 
of their venerable Body has grac'd the } 
Gallows, and another va, ho bo which | 
tal to both thoſe 

Places, : 


has been very ornament 


As to the Manners of theſe Eccleſiaſticls, P 


I 


Er 
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Places, and they have been in the C—h 
7 Intereſt ever ſince. 


As to the Politicks and Loyalty of theſe 


Spiritual Mongers, we find them always 
the worſt Subjects, at the Bottom of all 
the Rebellion, Maffac eres, and other Miſe- 
ries and Misfortunes thac have befallen 
EKingdoms and Nations. The ſacred Wri- 


tings have many Inſtances of this kind: 


Our own Hiſtory, as well as thoſe of o- 
2 ther Nations, abound with them; and if 
; we take a brief View of our late Times, 
we ſhall find the High Clergy the Cauſe 
and Spring of all the Miſeries we have 
labour'd under. 


The Royal Martyr (as he is call d) loſt 


his Life by the Councils of A— B— 
I. a, who, no doubt, merited Heaven 


by riding the K—g. The Heretichs ſay, 


this good Eccleſiaſtic knew, or was con- 


cern'd in the Murther of two hundred 
thouſand Proteſtants. Alas, what ſigni- 
fies rhis / he was a true Son of theC—h, 


ſtood up for her Rights and Ceremonies z 
Was for a Union with, or lome fay, De- 


pendence on Rome, in hopes of being Le- 
gate perhaps, or ſomething elſe.— Not- 
withſtanding all theſe Qualities, he dy'd 
a Martyr for Hierarchy, and has ſince 
been Canoniz'd for his good Services to 


the See of ——, The good King himſelf 


T3” rais d 


1 


rais d Money without Conſent of P — t, 


and diſcourag'd the Laity, except thoſe 
of them who were the Puppeys of the 
Clergy, and did their Drudgery and dir- 


ty Work; and thoſe Laity who ſaucilx 
refus'd to bow down, and be the Crea» 
tures of theſe Eccleſiaſtical Sportſmen, + 
were fined impriſoned and baniſh'd ; till at 
length being weary of Oppreſſion, they 
flung off the viperous Yoke that had been 


ſo long about their Necks; and this the 
did in Defiance of the hideous Outer 


made by thoſe black Owls, who told 
them it was a damnable Sin to reſiſt the 
Clergy : In ſhort, the K—g was govern'd 
by a Popiſþ Qn, and a High Church 1 


Clergy, (two excellent Ingredients for a 


 g009, pious and religious Prince) and he 


made War upon his Pt; and they 
being a great Part of the Legillature, 
could not ſecure the Rights of the Peo- 
ple they repreſented, without making 
War upon the Court, which ended in the 
Ruin of both K— and P — t. This 
makes ſome People wonder with what 
Confidence our High Clergy can bellow 
out Forty One, and not put their Follow- 


ers in mind, that their Fathers, the Cler- _ 
gy, (for they are lineally deſcended from q 


them) were the principal Cauſe of the 


Miſeries of thoſe Days: But they make 


good 


. 3 
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| $45.3, 
"| good an old Proverb, Set a Houſe a fire, 
and run away by the Lioht of it. Wh” 


Thus Kings are bubtl d, who on Prieſts rely, 


4 They live in Scandal, and unpity'd die; 
Condemn'd to Bondage, and baſe Fame below, 
Ad when they die, the Lord knows where they 


0. | 
For Heaven is kind, if &er a Fool it ſaves, 
Who truſts his Soul within the Hands of 
Roaves, A 1 
Ihen may uo King for ever hence be bleſo d, 
Who truſts a Devil or a crafty Prieſt. 
STATE Pos, Vol. 2, p. 91. 


When we come to the next Reign, we 
find the Clergy upon the old Strain, per- 
ſecuting all who differ from them, except 
the Papiſts; but ſome ſay our High Cler- 
gy, and the Popiſh Prieſts, being of an 
uniaterrupted Succeſſion, are one and the 
ſame thing; tho? the former, for Reaſons 
of State and Orthodoxy, are under dif- 
guiſe at preſent, whether for Conſcience 
ſake, or a good Living, I will not now 
determine, Ch—- II. we all knew was 
milled by the Prieſts, both Popjh and High 
Church, and what a ſort of Religion his 
My had from theſe Eccleſiaſtical 
Brokers, we are told by a learned and 

ex- 
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and dy'd a profels'd Papiſt. 


EE, — 
excellent Pen, + that he liv'd a Secret, 


This puts me in mind of a remarkable 


| Paſſage in one of Paul Lorrain's Account of 


the Behaviour of the Malefactors, one 
who lay under Sentence of Death, and 
was ignorant, (tho? it ſeems very Ortho- 
dox.) The Ordinary put the uſual Que- 
ſtion to him, asking him what Religion 
he was? The Priſoner making no anſwer, 


he ask'd if he was a Proteſtant? No! re- 


ply'd the Malefactor: Are you a Papiſt 


ſays the Ordinary? No, ſays he. Lorrain 


being ſomewhat amaz'd at his declaring ; 
himſelf neither Proteſtant nor Papiſt, ass 
him a zd time, Why, what are you then? 
the Malefactor reply'd in a few Words; 
He was a High Church Man. Begging | 
Pardon of the Clergy for this Digrefſion, 
I proceed. A 
The Bill of Excluſion of the Popiſh * 


Duke of York, we all know was loſt by 


the dead Weight of the B—ps ; ſo that 
the Murders, and unheard of Cruelties, in 


his and the preceeding Reign, is entirely 


owing to the Clergy. When the Duke 


came to the Throne (God knows whether 
he came to it fairly) he threw of the Mask, 


5 
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T Biſhop Ely's Sermon, Thankſgiving Day, June 7. me Y 


En 


and like a ſound Orthodox Churchman, 


declared himſelf a Papiſt; ſet up an Ec- 


dcleſiaſtical Commiſſion, and abſolute 
Power; and though theſe Things were ſo 
* contrary with the Liberties of the EAg- 
Ih Nation, yet the Clergy had the 
# Goodneſs to tell us the C—h was ſafe 
under a Popiſh Prince. Give Ear, O! ye 


Engliſhmen, that value your Religion and 


| 27 Liberties, and be no more deceived by 


2 ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Hypocrites. When their 
Jure Divino Kg had but touch'd their 
Commanders, and put ſeven of them in- 

to Lobs Pound, then what they had been 
preaching and practiſing for 30 Years 


paſt, was not applicable to the preſent 


Time; which makes good another old 
4 Proverb, Wo longer Pipe, no longer 
2 dance, 3632, 3 


When the Revolution was brought a- 


bout, and the Clergy thereby re-eftabliſh'd 
in their Luxury and Idleneſs, they only 
2 wanted to be at the old Game. They 
* complained heavily of their Grievances. 
\/ They had now a King that would not 
be Prieſt-ridden. The Diſſenters were 
tolerated, and not perſecuted. We had 
a2 War with France, and was in Alliance 
with Holland; and what can the Conſe- 
” quence of this be, bur that the C—h 


muſt be in Danger? This they bellow'd out 
| 3 all 
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all the Reign of rhat glorious Monarch, 
though without Succeſs, However they 
had the Honeſty to own, they had per- 
jur'd themſelves, for they had taken the 
Oaths to one who they ſaid had no Right 
to the Crown. Upon his Death, they 
expected his Succeſſor, being of the Fe- # 
male Gender, would-favour rhe C h 
Cauſe, as they call it; but ſhe followed 
the Steps of her Predeceſſor, and with 
the Aſſiſtance of a faithful Miniſtry, rai- 
ſed the Nation to the higheſt Pitch of 
Glory and Honour; but whether the good 


Lady was at laſt Prieſt-r—n, or ——— 


or — —, but the Sons of Levi yelpt 
aloud the C—h's Danger. and at length 
got Dominion over her, And go obſerve 
how the C——h was ſaved from Ruin, 
and brought out of Danger into a flouriſh- * 
ing Condition; we had a Miniſtry, who 
had very ſucceſsfully fruſtrated the De- 
ſigns of our old Ally, and good Friend 
the King of F—- ; this was one Reaſon 
of the C——h's Danger; and now no 
one would think that ſuch an invincible 


Heroe, who was Orthodox from his Cra- 


dle, and had perſecuted the Dilſſenters in 
his Kingdom, with Death, Fines, Gal- 
lies, Cc. was it reaſonable that ſuch a 


Friend to the C——h as he was, ſhould 
be brought low in the World? No, there- 


— fore 


| iS. 25) 2 
Fore the firſt Step to ſecure the C 
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Avas to remove that Miniſtry, who by 
Force of Arms had brought him to beg for 
Peace. The next Tning done for the Se- 
Waricy of the C—h, was to perſecute 
the Oiſſenters, who have always been 
angerous to it, becauſe they believe their 


2 
> 

* 2 o 
"Bibles 
8 o 
x ms 
320M 
+ $3 


7 Another Thing to ſecure the Ch, 
? as to ſend one of the Lord's Ambaſſa- 
tors a Plenipotentiary for Peace; who, 
20 bring the C h out of Danger, ſignd 
the l reaty that gave up to Bona ſide all the 
*Ga'ns of ten Years victorious War, Which 
Tolt the Nation a vaſt Effuſion of Blood and 
Treaſure. And to make the C-—h ſe- 
cure to all future Ages, we had almoſt 
ꝑone ſo far as to ſet a Popiſh Pretender on 


hel hrone, who was miraculoully brought 
into the World for the ſake of the C—h, 


and has ever continued one of her ge— 
nuine Sons: Bur, ah! me, the Good Wo- 
q an dy'd, and we got a Princè chat was 
more averſe to Prieſtcraft, than any of 
his Predeceſſors: The Clergy therefore 
ba wl d aloud, The Danger of the C——þ, 
and have been barking | it ever ſince ; ſo 
4 hat the poor Ch has been in a 'tot- 
tering Condition almoſt ſix Years toge- 
_ 8 
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| pet to have the C-—h flouriſh, or out 
of Danger, till the Clergy are uppermoſt, | 


Reſiſtance in this caſe is lawful, witne(s 


of Commons, Nov. 5+ 1678. 


1) 


Thus, Sir, you ſee we muſt 1 never ex. 


that is, when they have got all the Ci. 
vil Power in their Hands, and a Prince 
to be their Servant to do their Work 
this is the Time that our Clergy wiſh 
for, and then it is that like 3 
Stock. Jobbers, they are engroſſing the? 
Riches of this World to themſelves ; and 
then it is alſo a damnable Sin to reſiſt the 
Prince who protects them in their Sloth8 
and Wickednels, tho' at the ſame Time? 
ſuch a one is generally ſtriking at thi} 
Rights and Privileges of his Lay Subjects 


Bur if a Prince rules according to the Ic 


Laws of the Land, and will not be goJ, 
vern'd or rid by the Clergy, why ther 


the late Rebellion. Herein we ſee ou 
High Clergy follow the bright Exampl 
of their beloved Couſins and Counſellor 

in the Church of Rome; and what Arch 
Biſhop T:Uotſon ſays,* ſpeaking of the Do 
Qrrine of that Church, in depoſing 0 N 
Kings, and abſolving their Subjects fron 
Obedience to them, may be apply'd t 
our High Cy His Words are theſe, 1 


— 
* 


* See Arch-Biſhop Tillotſon's Sermon, before the Hou! [ 
15 


(19) 


Ic is a certain kind of Engine, which is 
ex to be ſcrew d up or let down, as Occaſi- 
ot on ſerves, and is commonly kept like 
10ſt, * Goliah's Sword in the Sanctuary behind 
Ci. 4 the Epoh; but yet ſo that the High 
ict f Prieſt can lend it out upon an extraor- 
ik dinary Occaſion. 
viſhy It is the molt incoherent Thing in the 
tua World, for Men at one Time to tell us it 

theßs a damnable Sin to reſiſt upon any Pre- 
and ence whatſoever, and at another Time 
 thikeo ſay Reſiſtance in ſome Caſes is law- 
lot ful. I {hou'd be glad if our Eccleſiaſti- 
Lime cal Scribes would reconcile this DoQrine 
* lor their own fakes as well as ours. 
ects} The Scripture tells us, That the Love 
th of Money is the Root of all Evil; and 1 
go wich our Spiritual Guides would conſider 
thers this: We are willing to allow them their 
tnelFTenths and their Peter's Pence to live in 
: Ou! Idleneſs, and on the Fat of the Land; 
mp? (tor how can the Erhiopian change his Skin, 
ellor or the Leopard his Spots) and "will they 
Arch not be content with theſe goodly Things ; 
> Do put will they cram Doctrines down 
8 0 our 'Throats which we cannot believe, 
tron and muſt we quietly be Aſſes to bear their 
'd tc} Burthens? Is there not a Woe denounced 
in Scripture againſt ſuch as load heavy 
[ Burthens upon other Mens Shoulders ? 
' 18 it not enough if we keep a ſtanding 
5 1 2 | Army 
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Army of at leaſt fifty Thouſand bisch 


Coats in conſtant and full Pay; but muſt 
they rule us? Or, Are we ſuch Fools to 
pay Men to be our Maſters, and give them 
their Maintenance to damn us ? 3 


If we tell the Clergy it is their proper 
Buſineſs to ſtudy the Scriptures, and 
not meddle with 'Politicks, and concern 
themſelves with other Mens Buſineſs ; 7 
they anſwer us, that we are Hereticks ; * 
and ſometime the Spleen will rite ſo high” 
that they would kindly give us Smithſiela 
Fare. Fire and Faggot have been un.“ 


anſwerable Arguments in defence of the 


C b, in former Times. We read in 
Scripture, of a Judas having the Bag. We 
read alſo, that one of the Twelve Apoſtles? 
was a Devil, and this was Jadas; but we 
never read of an Apoſtle or Diſciple be. 
ing L—d P—y S$—], or any great Of. 
ficer in the State. This new Church Sy- 
{tem was carv'd among other holy Inſti. 
tutions at Rome, and paſſed in a Line to 
L——th, where it has gone for Jare Di. 
vino ever ſince. I think Orthodoxy is 


ſufficiently ſupported by a Mitre, and a _ 
Thouſand a Year, with ſome Scores | 


black Dependents to attend their general ; 


Officer, 


It is a Maxim with me, when a Prieſts 


creeps into à great Office at Court, it is 


10 


Men, it is moſt pernicious. 
Wants a Cover for any 
need only get an Eccleſiaſtick to ac- 


{897 


to do a dirty Piece of Work, that no Lay- 
man cares to daub his Fingers with: To 
make an inglorious Peace by the . Hands 


of ſuch a one, is to put a Sanction upon 
it, The unthinking Laity believe what 


a Prie{ ſets his Hand to muſt be juſt and 
good, when it is plain, to all thinking 
It a Man 
evil Action, he 


company him; and ot theſe there are 
many who are delirous of {hewing them- 
ſelves M. A. upon any ſuch Occations. 


I have heard that People have had their 
Pockets pick'd at a publ.ck Execution; 


but Jam afraid there is more Miſchief 


3 done under the Roſe than under the Gal- 


lows. | 
Now, if we enquire into the Spring 


and Origin of theſe Eviis, it is no won- 


der that our High Clergy are ſo bad, when 
the Fountains of Learning are lo corrupt- 
ed. We may complain of the Load of 
the many Spiritual Incendiaries, who turn 
Faith into Faction, and Religion into Re- 
bellion; but can never hope tor Redreſs 
till our Us are purg'd. I ever de- 
ſpair of ſeeing this Nation happy or eaſy, 
till {editions Prieſts are laid under ſome 
Reſtraint. Ihe Voice of the People call 
aloud for the Redreſs of theſe Grievances; 
8 for 


" 


for the longer it goes without, the worſe | 


6223 


it will be. Swarms of theſe black Lo- 
cults daily arrive from the Us; and 
it we have not great Care, we ſhall be 


as much over-run with them, as ſome 


Countries are with ravenous Wolves, or 
Beaſts of Prey. Our Poſterity will have 


Cauſe to curſe this Generation, if for 


the ſake of the C—h we yield our ſelves 


Slaves to the Clergy. 


Upon what has been ſaid (tho'T might 
ſay much more) we ſee what Fools the 
Laity are, who Pin their Faith on the 
hanging Sleeves of a Caſlock : And on 
the other hand, we ſee what thoſe Prieſts 
are who ſwallow a Doctrine, or an Oath, 
becauſe it is baited with a good Benefice. 
And we may judge of the Truth of what 
Daniel d' Foe ſays in one of his Reviews. 


Let it become a nem proverbial Jeſt, 


To be as wicked as an Engliſh Prieſt. 


I cannot conclude my Letter without 
giving you my Thoughts on the late 


Controverſy, and the Treatment the 


Biſhop of B —— 7 has met with from the 
High Clergy ; his Lord—p had wrote 
in Defence of Chriſtian Liberty; he told 
us, that Chriſt was the Head of the 
Church, and not the Clergy : That Chriſt 

Was 


2 


(23) 


was the only Law-giver and King in 


his Church; and that the Pope, no nor 
the Clergy, nor any Sett of Men what- 
ſoever had Right to impoſe their Doct rines 
and Deciſions of Scripture upon others: 


But tho' theſe Notions were ſo heretical 


yet 'tis thought they would never have 
meddled with his Lord p, had he not 
expoſed the Principles and Practices of 
the Non- Jurors, The Conn now 
thought it time to hinder theſe pernicious 
Doctrines; and a Committee of ſtaunch 
Orthodox C hmen were appointed to 


draw up a Repreſentation againſt the 


Scripture, (for the very Dottrine they 
charge the B p with maintaining, is 


in the ſacred Writings) theſe Tenents of 
the R being dangerous to the Ch, 


that is, the Clergy ; therefore they mult 
be condemn'd by Cn. 

It is a very remarkable paſſage we 
have in the inſpired Writings, the 19th 
Chapter of Acts, 24th, and following 
Verſes : We there read of 4 certain Man 
named Demetrius, a Silver ſmith, which 
made ſilver Shrines for Diana, which brought 
20 ſmall Gain unto the C raftſmen, whom 
he called together with the Workmen of like 
Occupation, and ſaid, Sirs, ye know that by 
this Craft we have our Wealth : More- 
on. ye ſee and hear, that not alone at 


E phe- 


W — —ͤ ——— — i vd — 9. 
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ing to the Craftſmen, 2. e. the C 
in the following Manner: * Reverend 


C24 ) 


Epheſus, but almoſt throughout all Aſia, 


this Paul hath perſwaded and turned away 


much People, ſaytny, that they no Gods 


which are made with Hands. So that not 
only this our Craft is in danger to be ſet at 
noughit; but alſo that the 1remple of the great 
Goddeſs Diana ſhould be deſpiſed, and her 
Maomficence ſhould be deſtroyed, whom all 
Alia, and the World worſhippeth. - And 
wizea they heard theſe Sayings, they were full 
of Wrath, and cried out, ſayin, Great is 
Diana of the Epheſians. It is eaſy to ap- 


ply this Paſſage to our preſent Occaſion, 


if we turn the Aſſembly of Craftſmen 


into a C n, a S1Iver-{mith into a Black 


ſmith, and a Demetrius into a DN, —— 
we ſhall find him ſtanding up and ſpezk- 


wn 


* Sirs; We are called together, being of 
one Occupation; and you know by this 
Craft we have our Wealth : Moreover, 
ye ſee and hear, that not only in this 
Place, but almoſt throughout this King- 
dom, that the B-— p of B (tho 
un worthy of ſuch a Station in the Ch) 
hath perſwaded and turned away much 
People from their Regards to us, ſay- 
ing, That Chriſt is the ſole Law-giver 
to his Subjects, and Head of his Church; 
and that no Authority whatſoever (no 

* nor 


0 
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nor even this holy Aſſembly of Prieſts) 


© has Power to make Sanctions and Laws 


for his Subjects; ſo that not only our 
Craft is in danger to be ſet at nought, 
but alſo the Temple of the High and 
Mighty Clergy ſhould he deſpiſed, and 
the Magnificence and Conſtitution of 
the Ch ſhould be deſtroy'd, whom 
this Nation and all the World worſhip- 
eth. And we find the Effects of this 
| 7 Speech much the ſame with the other, 
that they were full of Wrath, and cried 
gout, Great is the Power of the Ch—tb, 

(that is) the Clergy. 


The Reverend Dr. S—e was ſet up- 


Jon writing againſt the Bp, becauſe 
he was a kaown Dab at Kennel-rakin 
for Scandal: At firſt; he ſeem'd to uſe 
Arguments, but was beat with his own 
Weapons, and contradicted himſelf. I 
will not ſay whether the Doctor thought 
upon that Text af Scripture, He that ſet- 
eth his Hand to the Plow and looketh back, 

— for they are mightily given to 
miſapply the ſacred Writings : But I think 


that Reverend Maſter, who had ſeem'd to 


8080 in the Spirit, reſolved to end ſhame- 
fu 


y in the Fleſh. For having no more 


Arguments to ſupport himſelf with, he 
now begins with Scandal. He here 
; Charges one, who had renounced ihe Po- 


D piſh 


( 24 ) 
Epheſus, but alinoſt throughout all Aſa, 
this Paul hath perſwaaed and turned away 


much People, ſaping, that they be no Gods 


which are made with Hands. So that not 
only this our Craft is in danger to be ſet at 
nounnt ; ; bat alſo that tie 1 emple of the great 
Goddeſs Diana ſhould be deſpiſed, and her 
Magn ficence ſpou'd be defliroyed, whom all 
Alia, ana the World worſhippeth, And 
men they heard theſe Sayings, they were full 
of Wrath, and cried out, ſaying, Great is 


Diana of the Epheſians. It is eaſy to ap- 


ply this Paſſage to our preſent Occaſion, 


if we turn the Aſlembly of Craftſmen 


into a C - n, a Silver- ſmith into a Black 
ſmith, and a Demetrius into a Dn.— 
we ſhall find bim ſtanding up and ſpeak- 
ing to the Craftſmen, 2. e. the C D, 


in the following Manner: Reverend 


Sus; We are called together, being of 
« one Occupation; and you know by this 
Craft we have our Wealth: Moreover, 
ye ſee and hear, that not only in this 
place, but almoſt throughout this King— 
dom, that the B - pot B (tho 
Þ unworthy oi ſuch a Station inthe Ch) 
* hath periwaded and turned away much 
£ 
C 


People from their Regards to us, fay.. 
ing, That Chriſt is the fole Law-giver 
to his Subjects, and Head of his Church; 
and that no Authority * hatſocver (no 
nor 


„ 
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gor even this holy Aſſembly of Priefts/ 
has Power to make Sanctions and Laws 
for his Subjects; ſo that not only our 
Craft is in danger to be {et at nought, 
but alſo the Temple of the High and 
Mighty Clergy ſhould be deſpiſed, and 
a the Magnificence and Conſtitution of 
the C—h ſhould be deſtroy'd, whom 
( this Nation and all the World worſhip- 
eth. And we find the Effects of this 
Speech much the ſame with the other, 


that they were full of Wrath, and cried 


on writing againſt the B— 
he was a known Dab at Kennel-rakin 


out, Great is the Power of the Ch—cb, 
(that is) the Clergy. 


The Reverend Dr. S——e was ſet up- 
p, becauſe 


for Scandal ; Ar firſt he ſeem'd to ule 


Arguments, but was beat with his own 


Weapons, and contradicted . himſelf. 1 


will not ſay whether the Doctor thought 


upon that Text of Scripture, He that ſet- 
eth his Hand to the Plow and looketh back, 
— for they are mightily given to 
miſapply the facred Writings : But I think 


3 
> * 
"= 4; 


that Reverend Maſter, who had ſeem'd to 
begin in the Spirit, e. 

fully in the Fleſh. For having no more 
Arguments to ſupport himſeli with, he 


to end ſhame- 


now begins with Scandal. He here 
_ Charges one, who had renounced ihe Po- 


D riſh 


ul 
i (26) 
piſh Religion and Principles too, with be | 
ing a Jeſuit ; then another upon the B=p 
\ 8 himtelf, hom he charges with inſerting 
1 the Words Abſolutely and Properly by way 
| of Caution, Cc. The B—p demanding | 
Dr. $-—e to make good his Charge, 
after an innumerable Company of Adver- 
tiſements, we find it compriſed in this 
Manner: Dr. S2 pe had this Account 
from a Brother of the Quill, one Dr. 
Hut—n, who declar*d he had it from the 
B——p of C le, who denied part of 
_ theCharge, but inſiſted on other Parts, and 
declared he had it from Dr. ]; and 
the latter made it plainly appear that the 
bulky B5— p had got it at a Tea-Table 
among the Ladies, Oc. Upon the whole, 
e may very well rank it among one of 
Fo Drs. Hubble Bubbles, and no one will 
deny him the amiable Character of a 
Publiſher of Scandal. 3 j 
wn When Scandal could not touch the Re · 
0 8 of a Chriſtian and Proteſtant 
'B „what is the next Step but Per- 
jury; : an Ecclefiaftical Knighr of the Poſt : 
is never wanting to ſecure the C—b.! 
Well, notwithſtanding his Oath and Im. 
precations, the Cheat was laid open to 
the World, and it appear d only a Change. 


Ally T rick, to rob the 1 of his Re. 3 


. * 8 6 
4 
8 ˙7 


putation. 
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The Great Dr. S & comes next on 
be: the Stage, and firſt attacks the B — p 


—p with a Mask on, writes a Pamphlet | 
ting without a Name, Which he calls 1% | 


way Bijnop's Treatment of the Clergy and Con- 
ling vocation. One Mr. Sykes, having very 
rge, 2 ſawcily preſumed to examine this migh- 
ver. ty Performance, and confuted it; the Or. 
very Wiſely, and like a true Churchman 
bunt declared, the ſaid Mr. Sykes was beneath 
Dr. his Notice. Shall he, a D. D. D- not 
the C——r, M— of the 7— le, &c. ſtoop 
rt of ſo low. as to anſwer a ſingle M. A. No 
and ſure, but he had the Graciouſneſs to tell 
and the World he would enter the Liſts with 
the my Lord of Be: But here the D n, 
able to make good an old Saying, jd out 
ole, of the Frying-· Pau tato the Fire; tor he 
e of Was fo beſet with the B — p, (though 
will he was not wanting in telling Ly es and 
of a | railing Calumnies, the main Supporters 


of High Church O:thodoxy) he Was ar 
Re · laſt forced to bring the long Debate of 
tant the Natare and Mingdom of the Church of | 
per- Chrift into 4 Vindicat ion of the Corvorati- 
Poſt | on and Teſt Ads: And here the D— un 
b. had no better Luck, but the Misfortune 
Im- to be ſoanſwer'd, that he condeſcended 
n to to declare to the World, He ever deſparr'd 
e. of convincing or anſwering the B p; ſo 
Re. the D -n of (7 has becn very 6- 


| lent ever ſince, Lat 
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Laſt of all, to bring up the Rear, comes 


a diſguſted D n, Who, with all the In- 


ſinuations of a Prieſt, the Gloſſes of a Hy- 
pocrite, and the Reſentments of a diſ. 


appointed Courtier, attacks the B—p of 


of B-——r's Doctrine, though not by 


Name, yet *tis plain who he meant by the 


many Innuendo's he is pleas'd ro make. 
It is well known how many Benefices 


this ſacred black Cloth is poſſets'd of. I 
Rector of B.—z2s and Chap—n to his 


Ma) ——y 1s put in the Title Page of his ; 


Sermon. This made me at firſt believe it 


was not the D- n of W——-r, and Iam 
of Opinion the Dr. did it to conceal | 
the Spleen he is always in when he men- 
tions Wor :; for his Mouth has water'd * 
for that B pk ſeveral Years ; and 
which is the Reaſon of his engaging in 
this Controverſy. Here we have draun 
to the Life the Picture of a Prieft's am- 
bition; they are like Haman, on whom 
King Abaſuerus had confir'd many Ho- 


nous; yet all this avail'd him nothing, ſo 


long as Mordecai the Jew fat at the King's 
Gate: So our Reverend Prieſt, on whom 
theſe Dignities have been confer'd, D. D. 
D—n of W -—-z, Rector of B ns, © 


Prebend of P—Ps, and Chap n to his 3 
M-—y: All this availeth him nothing 


fo long as he cannot obtain a Seat in the 
Honfe 2 


the Bp k of N 
of Dr. L—4, I will not ſay 
ſure whatever he did then, he does not 


( 29 ) 


2 Houſe of L—as; for a Mitre, a Coach and 

Six, and two or three hundred Levites 

at their Levees, is a peculiar Pleaſure to 
the Lord's Ambaſſadors. 5 


Whether the D n had any Promiſe of 
, upon the Death 
but I am 


now deſerve it; and it's a true Saying, 


2? which I have often heard, That there 1s 
no knowing the true Principles of an Engliſh 
2 Eccleſiaſtick, till he is either diſguſted or 


Witneſs 
whole Ambition 


I have made it my 


to meddle with the Spiritual Great Men 
concern'd in this Controverſy, and not 
with the little ones, being of the learned 


D—n of C-—r's Opinion, that a M. A. 


is not worth anſwering, tho he writes 


ever ſo well; and I my ſelf being of a 
bulky Reputation; tho' a Lay-man, will 
not under-value my ſelf ſo much as to 


mention the Names of the Under-ftrap- 


pers to the two D—ns and the Dr. be- 
fore-mentioned. I confeſs I have a great 
deſire to enter the Liſts with the B 


of- az but he being fo exceedingly high 


exalted above me, and if I ſhould happen 
to ſay but one Word amiſs, might bring 


me upon my Marrow-bones before——. 
' Nay, perhaps my L— of. Y— 


may 
move 


PA 
move to have my Writings burn'd by | 


the Hands of the common Hang man, 
which will make me more noted chan! 5 


really deſire to be. 


I have now done with what I propo- 4 


ſed in this my long Letter. I have taken 


a great deal of Pains, - and {pent ſome 


Hours for the Service of the Ch Cauſe, F 


If what I have done merits the Thanks 
of the. Lower Hoaſe of C-—# (to whoſe 
Wiſdom, ſuſtice, Goodneſs and Modera- 


tion, I humbly preſent this Performance) 


1 am contented, and ſhall think my fel A 
amply. r ewarded. , At leaſt, I hope at 
their next Meeting "for the diſpatch of 9 4 
veral weighty and important Affairs, this 
Piece, among many others, will be taken 3 
into their Serious and Religious Conũde- 
ration: And I do aſſure them, I did it 
out of a peculiar Zeal for their Service. 

As for the Reverend Dr. 8 e, I 


have not the Vanity to expect i ſhould - 


anſwer me, or vindicate himſelf; his Turn 
is ſervd; bis orthodox Zeal and Juggles 


have rais'd him from theMaſter of a School 3 
for the Dr. = will c never. concern him- 3 


ſelf in any Controverſy, unleſs he has 
ſome Preferment in View ; for then 1 is the 


Time to make a Noiſe for Church-Autho- © 
rin, and to get aſtride on the Backs ok 
the : 
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the Laity, who are ſo good humour'd to 
reward them for doing it. 
4s to the humble Du of (x,, 
Z whom I have endeavour'd to {et right for 


the ſake of his Comrades in the Comte, 
I do not expect any Anſwer from him. 


Shall the great D- n of (r ſtoop to an- 
s ſwer a Lay-Man, who has no Right to 
judge for himfelf, or read the Bible, with- 
out Dr. S——#'s Interpretations ? I ſhall 
think my ſelf oblig d to the D n, if he 
would recommend my Performance to the 
Peruſal of the Com — te the next Time 
they meet upon theſe Affairs: And if they 
2 think proper to attack me, I will (know- 
ing whom J have to deal with) deſire on- 
ly Prize-fighters Fare, a clear Stage and 
no Favour. 5 
And now for the grave D=n of Mx, 

if he vouchſafes to anſwer my Pamphlet, 
I deſire him to conſider it as the Perform- 
ance of a Man of Letters, and to pleaſe a 
Fancy which he is much delighted with, 
Iwill not be angry if he calls it a New De- 
fence; tho at the ſame time it may be in- 
2 tended to anſwer me. The D n may, if 
he pleaſes, leave out his Name, and inſtead 
thereof put this Motto, Jig ſo like No- 


tthung, that there is Nothing like it. I am apt 


to think the D- n and I ſhall agree very 
Well as to the main Article, viz. His en- 
tering 


4 


tering in this Controverſy. Diſappoint- 
ment and Deſpair begins with the ſame 
Letter. A Word to the Wiſe is ſufficient. 

To cloſe this Letter, which I believe 
has been thought tedious to thoſe genuine 
Sons of the C—h, who have taken Pains 
to read it; Pl warrant you many are 
knaſhing their Teeth, calling me A4rhei/t, - 
D-:/t, Free-Thinker, &c. Theſe are Names 
.__ you have often gone under, and it's what 4 
all muſt expect, who ſay one Word a- 
gainſt Our Sovereign Lord the Clergy: } 
However, Sir, be not diſcouraged, write 
fill in defence of Liberty and Truth; ex- 
poſe the ſeditious, bigotted, cratty Priett ; 
and whiltt you are ſo dowg, you are ſer- 
ving your King and Country. 1 


J am, Sir, 
Your Humble $ ervant, 
And Fellow-Labourer ; 
| in the Caaſe of TRUTH, | 


ns 


